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it may be surmised that the officials of religion
would have suffered equally.

What is more significant for our present purpose,
because it seems to be an index of the general Nazi
attitude towards Catholicism, is the wholesale closing
of churches, the wholesale imprisonment or expulsion
of the clergy. That is difficult to explain on merely
cultural grounds. It is true that in Poland, as in
Ireland, religion and patriotism are close bed-fellows.
And you might have expected that the clergy in a
conquered Poland would be subjected to irritating
restrictions; that they would be watched by the
police, that their sermons would be reported, the
bishops* pastorals censored or suppressed; Polish
Catholicism might reasonably be feared as a rallylng-
point for Polish national sentiment But that does
not account for what has happened.

** The Catholic churches in Poland were closed as
from the beginning of November. The faithful of
Poznan can attend Mass only on Sunday. . . . The
administration of the diocese of Chehno, embracing
the whole of Pomerania, though not dissolved, is not
allowed to function* The same applies to the adminis-
tration of the diocese of Silesia, in Katowice, and that
of the diocese of Rujawy, in Wlocavet . . . The
majority of the clergy of the above-mentioned
dioceses are either in prison or interned in their
OWB houses. In Poznan alone, over a hundred priests
are imprisoned. ... la the diocese of Chelmo
alone, six hundred priests have been either imprisoned
or interned m concentration camps,"1 "AH the

1 German Atrodtio m Poland (Free Europe pamphlet),
P- 34*